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Biography of Speaker &/

Brendan was born and raised in New Zealand but has spent more than
18 years working in the UK, Scandinavia, Northern Europe, Australia,
Hong Kong and Mainland China.

Brendan initially attended the University of Canterbury in New Zealand
where he graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering with First
Class Honours and the top accolades of both the Engineering School
Prize and the Canterbury University Prize. Brendan subsequently
studied business at the University of Cambridge in England,
graduating as a Master of Business Administration (MBA). More
recently Brendan completed the UK Wines and Spirits Education
Trust’s (WSET) advanced course in wines and spirits, passing the
Level-3 Advanced Certificate examination with Distinction.

Brendan’s working experience has been rich and varied spanning many industries and job roles.
Most recently, he spent several years working as a management (strategy) consultant for the
internationally prominent Boston Consulting Group (BCG), including two years based in China
working in the wines and spirits sector on a major sales and distribution project for Seagram,
before finally starting up Summergate with lan Ford in 1999.

Now based in South China, Brendan’s main responsibility is overseeing Summergate’s back office
operations, including logistics, finance and accounting, human resources, and legal and
corporate affairs pan-China.
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The import quantity of wine of fresh grapes in Mainland China has nearly triple over the past 10
years, although the current grape wine consumption per capita in Mainland is fairly low
compared to other countries. The wine market in Mainland has a vast potential and the future
for wine distribution is promising. Importers involved in the distribution are in general
regionally based, with only a limited number of distributors who are covering wine supply
national wide. In spite of the difficulties, companies have managed to use different distribution
approaches to fulfill their distribution coverage and expand.
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