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Following an initial period with what is now Diageo, David’s career
has focused on vocational education in the field of wines and
spirits. As a Master of Wine, he has worked for the WSET® (Wine
& Spirit Education Trust) since 1990. Based in London, UK, WSET is
the world’s leading provider of qualifications in the field of wines
and spirits, with over 25,000 candidates each year preparing for
one or other of 8 qualifications in 47 countries and 15 languages.
David’s involvement has included teaching, helping to develop the
WSET Systematic Approach to Tasting© and establishing and
running the qualifications division. For the past 5 years he has led
the International Development team, giving him extensive
experience of the value of education in numerous different
markets.
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Presentation Abstract EHjg

At last year’s conference, David established the principle that systematic education is central to
the long term success of the wine industry, in both producing and consuming markets. This
year he will look at the opportunities and challenges of building a robust wine education platform
in mainland China. David will evaluate the key issues that need to be considered, from the
practical, financial and logistical to the cultural and linguistic. He will consider Hong Kong’s
credentials as a provider of wine education, and evaluate its potential roles in the development
of the market for wine programmes in mainland China.
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