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Circular 10 Environmental Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags

Introduced under the Product Eco-responsibility Ordinance (Cap. 603) ("PERQ"), the Environmental Levy Scheme on
Plastic Shopping Bags seeks to address the problem of excessive plastic shopping bag use. The Product
Eco-responsibility (Amendment) Bill 2013 for the full implementation of the Scheme was introduced into the Legislative
Council. It was approved by the Legislative Council on 19 March 2014 and came into effect on 1 April 2015.

On 31 December 2022, the Government implemented enhancement measures, including:

e increasing the charging level per PSB from the current level of at least 50 cents to at least $1;

e removing the present exemption for PSBs carrying frozen/chilled foodstuff items;

e tightening the exemption relating to foodstuff items such that free PSBs can only be provided when purchasing
foodstuff items without packaging or not wholly contained in any packaging, or food and beverage takeaway
items in non-airtight packaging, subject to the basic principle of "one free PSB per single transaction". (If the
first free PSB cannot hold all of the foodstuff items, using one PSB may break the PSB, or placing all of the
foodstuff items into one free PSB will compromise their quality, then one or more additional free PSB(s) could
be provided.)

Any person who fails to comply commits an offence and will be liable to a fine of HK$100,000 on the first occasion and
to a fine of $200,000 on each subsequent occasion.

For further information, please contact the Environmental Protection Department at (852) 3152 2299 or email
psb@epd.gov.hk.
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