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Circular 8 Food Related Laws and Regulations <IMPORTANT>

Food Safety Laws and Regulations

Exhibitors are strongly advised to consult their own legal advisors, relevant government
authorities and relevant professional bodies before applying for participation in the Exhibition
to ensure that they are able to comply with all applicable laws, regulations, codes of practice
and guidelines governing the exhibition, promotion and supply of their products and/or
services in Hong Kong, including without limitation, the following legislations:

Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap. 132)

Abattoirs Regulation (Cap. 132A)

Colouring Matter in Food Regulations (Cap. 132H)

Dried Milk Regulations (Cap. 132R)

Sweeteners in Food Regulations (Cap. 132U)

Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination) Regulations (Cap. 132V)
Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations (Cap. 132W)
Food Business Regulation (Cap. 132X)

Frozen Confections Regulation (Cap. 132AC)

Harmful Substances in Food Regulations (Cap. 132AF)

Imported Game, Meat and Poultry Regulations (Cap. 132AK)

Milk Regulation (Cap. 132AQ)

Mineral QOil in Food Regulations (Cap. 132AR)

Preservatives in Food Regulation (Cap. 132BD)

Slaughterhouses Regulation (Cap. 132BU)

Smokeless Tobacco Products (Prohibition) Regulations (Cap. 132BW)
Pesticide Residues in Food Regulation (Cap. 132CM)

Food Safety Ordinance (Cap. 612)

Exhibitors should continue to update the knowledge (through, including without limitation, the
websites of the Bilingual Laws Information System at https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/ , the
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) at www.fehd.gov.hk and the Centre
for Food Safety at www.cfs.gov.hk)

1) all the food and/or beverage products exhibitors offer and/or expose for sale or supply, sell,
supply, distribute, dispense, display, market at the HKTDC Hong Kong International Wine &
Spirits Fair (HKIWSF) are safe for public consumption;

2) where any licence, permit, authorization or the like including without limitation import licences,
production licences, prior inspections by the Centre for Food Safety and/or health certificates
issued by public health authorities are required under the applicable laws and regulations,
exhibitors shall make available at the HKIWSF2026HKIWSF2026 all the official
licences/inspection records/certificates issued by the relevant authorities for immediate
inspection by the HKTDC and/or other public health authorities;

3) where the food and/or beverage products exhibitors offer and/or expose for sale or supply,
supply, sell, distribute, dispense, display, market at the HKIWSF are imported, exhibitors will
abide by the latest Food Alerts/advices/instructions of the Centre for Food Safety (published
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on its website: www.cfs.gov.hk) and present the imported food and/or beverage products for
prior inspection by the Customs & Excise Department and/or the Centre for Food Safety
and/or other prescribed public health authorities;

4) where specific imported food and/or beverage products are subject to health concern as
reported or advised by the Centre for Food Safety or other public health authorities, exhibitors
will present such food and/or beverage products for inspection on consumption safety by the
Centre for Food and/or other prescribed public health authorities. Exhibitors will display the
certificates issued by the respective public health authorities in relation to such food and
beverage products at the HKIWSF;

5) all the imported food and/or beverage products exhibitors offer and/or expose for sale or
supply, supply, sell, distribute, dispense, display, market at the HKIWSF are safe for human
consumption and free from harmful substances;

6) in accordance with the food tracing mechanism under the Food Safety Ordinance: -

i. Exhibitors have registered with the FEHD as a food importer/ food distributor or
obtained exemption from the FEHD if exhibitors import or distribute food in Hong Kong;
and

ii. Exhibitors shall conform with the Code of Practice on Keeping Records Relating to
Food issued by the FEHD in keeping transaction records of the business from which
exhibitors acquire the food products and the business to which exhibitors supply the
food products if exhibitors, in the course of business, import, acquire or supply by
wholesale food products in Hong Kong. Besides, exhibitors shall keep the capture
record if exhibitors capture local aquatic products and in the course of business, supply
them in Hong Kong.

7) in accordance with the requirements under the Food Business Regulation (Cap. 132X):

i. Restricted Food Permit and/or Composite Food Shop Licence
should exhibitors sell, offer or expose for sale, or possess for sale or use in the
preparation of any article of food for sale, any or all of the following kinds of restricted
foods and/or beverages, exhibitors shall obtain the necessary permit and/or licence
(such as the Restricted Food Permit and/or Composite Food Shop Licence, whichever
is applicable) from the FEHD. exhibitors shall submit a copy of such permit and/or
licence obtained to HKTDC at least 30 days before the commencement of the HKIWSF
2026 for records; or if such permit and/or licence is not available 30 days before the
commencement of the HKIWSF 2026, exhibitors shall submit copies of the application
for the permit and/or licence filed with the FEHD and the FEHD’s written
acknowledgment of the same to HKTDC at least 30 days before the commencement of
the HKIWSF 2026 for records and shall provide a copy of the permit and/or licence to
HKTDC for records as soon as (and in any event not later than 30 days) the permit
and/or licence has been granted by the FEHD:-

1. (a) Fresh meat;

(b) Chilled meat other than pre-packaged chilled beef, mutton or pork;

(c) Pre-packaged chilled beef, mutton or pork;

(d) Frozen meat;
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2.
3.
4

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Fresh, chilled or frozen game;

Fresh, chilled, frozen or live fish, excluding live fish on a fish farm;

(a) Live water birds, excluding live water birds on a poultry farm or in a wholesale
market;

(b) Other live poultry, excluding live poultry on a poultry farm or in a wholesale
market;

(c) Fresh, chilled or frozen poultry carcass;

Fresh, chilled or frozen shell fish, excluding shell fish collected in the Hong Kong
Harbour and Harbour in Aberdeen which is prohibited food;

Imported cooked or dried meat or imported meat which has been otherwise
treated or prepared, unless such food is to be sold in an unopened hermetically
sealed container or, until the time it is about to be used in the preparation of any
article of food, such food is contained in an unopened hermetically sealed
container;

Imported intestines or other parts of any animal which are prepared in the form of
sausage casings, unless such food is to be sold in an unopened hermetically
sealed container or, until the time it is about to be used in the preparation of any
article of food, such food is contained in an unopened hermetically sealed
container;

Imported pies, sausages or other prepared or manufactured articles of food
which contain any meat or cooked or dried meat other than fat, unless such food
is to be sold in an unopened hermetically sealed container or, until the time it is
about to be used in the preparation of any article of food, such food is contained
in an unopened hermetically sealed container;

Milk or any milk beverages, being milk or a milk beverage to which the Milk
Regulation (Cap 132AQ) applies;

(a) Soft ice cream;

(b) Other frozen confections;

Chinese herb tea;

Non-bottled drinks (which generally mean drinks prepared for immediate
consumption but require no storage in sealed bottles, cans or other containers,
e.g. fresh fruit juice, diluted drinks prepared from concentrates, soya bean juice
and drinks sold from a manual dispensing machine);

Siu Mei (J#E%) or Lo Mei (B4k);

Cut fruit;

Leung Fan (J5if4), unless such food is to be sold in an unopened hermetically
sealed container or, until the time it is about to be used in the preparation of any
article of food, such food is contained in an unopened hermetically sealed
container;

Man Tau Lo (E8F5H%E);

Food sold by means of a vending machine;

Sashimi;

Sushi;

Oyster to be eaten in raw state; or

Meat to be eaten in raw state.

Exhibitors understand that HKTDC reserves the right to discontinue any sale if
exhibitors fail to present the said permit and/or licence and/or documents by the
deadline.
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ii. Temporary Food Factory Licence

Exhibitors shall obtain a Temporary Food Factory Licence from the FEHD if exhibitors
intend to sell any pre-cooked food or beverages or other restricted food or beverages
reheated for consumption at the HKIWSF. A copy of the licence shall be submitted to
HKTDC at least 30 days before the commencement of the HKIWSF for records; or if
such licence is not available 30 days before the commencement of the HKIWSF,
exhibitors shall submit copies of the application for the licence filed with the FEHD and
the FEHD’s written acknowledgment of the same to HKTDC at least 30 days before the
commencement of the HKIWSF for records and shall provide a copy of the licence to
HKTDC for records as soon as (and in any event not later than 30 days) the licence has
been granted by the FEHD.

Onsite Cooking and Air Quality Control

1. 70% of the total booth area shall be used to sell and/or display pre-packaged foods or
beverages. In addition, at least 70% of the items displayed at the booth shall consist of
pre-packaged foods or beverages. Any cooking, reheating, displaying and/or selling of
unpacked food shall be conducted within the booth only and the aggregate area for
conducting such activities shall not exceed 30% of the total booth area;

2. Types of cooking appliances to be installed in the booth for cooking, reheating or warming
shall be limited to microwave oven and electric cooking appliances only. Exhibitors
understand that exhibitors are only allowed to install one microwave oven and one other
electrical cooking appliance per booth regardless of the size of the booth, and exhibitors
shall obtain HKTDC’s prior written approval if exhibitors wish to install any additional
microwave ovens or electric cooking appliances. Exhibitors understand that HKTDC has the
sole and absolute discretion on whether or not to grant such approval and that HKTDC is at
liberty to withdraw such approval at any time notwithstanding that the approval has been
granted;

3. Means of cooking or reheating shall be restricted to steaming, pan-frying, non-charcoal
grilling and baking only. Deep-frying or Yakitori-style cooking is not permitted;

4. Booths with pan-frying, non-charcoal grilling or baking activities must be installed with
charcoal-filtered range hood (which exhibitors understand is available for rent through
HKTDC'’s exhibition services) in order to minimise indoor air pollution;

5. Open-flame cooking is strictly prohibited; and

6. All cooking appliances facing the aisles are required to be shielded off by 30cm high panels
above the cooking counter on three sides to avoid spillage of cooking oil or hot water.

Trade Descriptions, Product Genuineness and Labelling

Import and Export Ordinance (Cap. 60)

Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap. 132)

Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations (Cap. 132W)
Trade Descriptions Ordinance (Cap. 362)

Consumer Goods Safety Ordinance (Cap. 456).

1) All the goods and produce exhibitors offer and/or expose for sale or supply, sell, supply,
distribute, dispense, display, market at the HKIWSF2026 are genuine products of merchantable
quality and fit for human consumption and do not infringe the proprietary and/or intellectual
propg:ty rights of any third party/person;
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2) exhibitors acknowledge that it is an offence under the Trade Descriptions Ordinance for any

trader or businessman to

(i) apply a false trade description to any goods (or service to be supplied to a consumer);

(i) supply/offer any goods (or service to be supplied to a consumer) bearing a false trade
description;

(iii) possess for sale or for any purpose of trade or manufacture any goods to which a false
trade description is applied;

(iv) forge any trade mark on goods, falsely apply to any goods any deceiving trade mark, sells
or exposes or has in possession such goods for any purpose of trade or manufacture; or

(v) engages in the unfair trade practices of misleading omission, aggressive commercial
practices, bait advertising, bait and switch or wrongly accepting payment.

3) all the imported goods and produce exhibitors offer and/or expose for sale, sell, supply,
distribute, dispense, display, market at the HKIWSF2026 are imported into Hong Kong with
proper clearance with the Hong Kong Customs and Excise Department;

4) all the pre-packaged food and/or beverage products offer and/or expose for sale or supply, sell,
supply, distribute, dispense, display, market by exhibitors at the HKIWSF2026 comply with
Regulation 4A of the Food and Drug (Composition and Labelling) Regulations (Cap 132W) (“the
Regulations”) and have the prescribed food label written in Chinese, English or both as required
under the Regulations;

5) all pre-packaged food and/or beverage products to be offered and/or exposed for sale or supply,
sold, supplied, distributed, dispensed, displayed and/or marketed by exhibitors at the
HKIWSF2026 shall comply with Regulation 4B of the Regulations as follows:-

(i) to carry either:

a. the prescribed nutrition label setting out the energy value and seven core nutrients
and other nutrients, listing the amounts of any claimed nutrients in the food in
compliance with Part 1 Schedule 5 of the Regulations; or

b. a label indicating the exemption from labelling granted under the Small Volume
Exemption Scheme under Part 2, Schedule 6 of the Regulations,

unless the food and/or beverage products concerned are exempted from nutrition labelling
under Part 1, Schedule 6 of the Regulations; and

(i) any nutrition claim made on the label of or in any advertisement for pre-packaged food shall
conform to Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Regulations,

unless such pre-packaged food and/or beverage products are food for special dietary uses.
Exhibitors further undertake and confirm that all information on the nutrition label and the
nutrition claim is accurate, adequate, current and reliable;

6) if exhibitors, officers, employees, servants, agents, subsidiaries or entities under exhibitors
control offers and/or exposes for sale or supply, sells, supplies, distributes, dispenses, displays,
markets or manufactures for sale any pre-packaged food and/or beverage products and/or any
infant formula, follow-up formula or pre-packaged food for infants and young children which are
not marked or labelled in compliance with the Regulations or have on their label any nutrition
claim that does not conform to the Regulations, they commits an offence and are liable to a fine
of H@50,000 and imprisonment for 6 months.
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Thank you for your kind attention.

Hong Kong Trade Development Council
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